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and Latin verses, it is perhaps fortunate that he
fell into the clutches of Dr. Arnold.
The same virtuous and exasperating dullness
hangs over Gladstone's Oxford days. From
October 1828 to 1831 he was in residence at Christ
Church, formed an essay society called the W.E.G.,
and after a course of blameless study was rewarded
with a double first. To the end of his life Glad-
stone insisted that undergraduates ought to work
twelve hours a day ! It was a bit early for the
Oxford Movement, and Gladstone, faithful to his
Evangelical upbringing, " abhorred the doctrine
of baptismal regeneration." Only rather later,
on May I3th, 1831, in the streets of Naples, did
he grasp the significance of the Church. " You
may smile," he said long after, " when told that
when I was at Oxford Dr. Hampden was re-
garded as a model of orthodoxy ; that Dr. New-
man was eyed with suspicion as a low Church-
man and Dr. Pusey as leaning to rationalism."
The characteristic of Oxford religion, repulsive to
the Liverpool Evangelical, was " a steady, clear,
but dry Anglican orthodoxy ** which " frowned
ihfs way or that, on the first indication of any
tendency to diverge from the beaten path." So
much for the " ancient University of Oxford, the
God-fearing and God-sustaining University of
Oxford,** to which his final pieties returned, and
which be thus addressed in a dying message.
But there was something else for Gladstone at
Oxford, facades Bishop Butkr and Aristotle and